
Project: Update the Master 
Plan for Philpott Lake

Virtual Public 
Information Meeting #2
September 28, 2021



• Please keep yourself on “MUTE” to ensure an uninterrupted meeting
• Please maintain professionalism and be courteous to others 
• Comments and Questions (always open)

• Use the “CHAT” feature throughout the presentation to ask questions
• The presenters will monitor the chat and provide answers to questions during various 

open discussion times

• Audio Participation (during Q&A sessions)
• Use the “RAISE YOUR HAND” feature if you’d like to verbally ask a question to the 

presenter

• Email: PHILPOTT@usace.army.mil with further questions 

Community Engagement: 
How to Participate in our Virtual Meeting
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mailto:PHILPOTT@usace.army.mil
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Purpose of the 
Meeting

• Explain why the Philpott Lake Master Plan 
needs updating and proposed changes to the 
Plan.

• Invite stakeholders to provide their input.  

• Discuss USACE’s Environmental Assessment, 
it’s findings and recommendations



USACE Project Team
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• Tamara Murphy, PE – Civil Engineer, AE Coordinator Lead, USACE
• Jeremy Overstreet – Biologist, USACE
• Eric Schreckengost – Natural Resources Specialist, USACE
• Carmen Boyette – Natural Resources Specialist, USACE
• Michael Hosey – Conservation Specialist, USACE
• Chris Powell – Operations Project Manager, Philpott Lake
• Crystal Triplett – Assistant Manager, Philpott Lake
• Jed Cayton – Public Affairs Specialist, Philpott Lake
• Megan Hoover – Architect, USACE
• Jenny Owens – Chief, Environmental Resources Section, USACE
• Shantel Middleton – Assistant District Counsel, Office of Counsel, USACE
• David Connolly – Director of Public Affairs, US Army Special Operations Command, USACE



Philpott Lake Mission 
“To provide flood control for downstream communities while; producing clean 
hydroelectric power, offering safe and memorable outdoor recreation experiences, 
managing environmental resources, meeting downstream water flow requirements, 
and enhancing public awareness through educational outreach opportunities.”
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Overview
The Corps defines a Master Plan as…

“ The strategic land use management
document that guides the comprehensive
management and development of all
project recreational, natural and
cultural resources throughout the life
of the water resource development
project.”

Source: Chapter 3 of EP 1130-2-550
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Overview (Continued) 
The Master Plan Update Does Not Include: 

Operational Management

Shoreline Use Permitting

Water Control Plan
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The Master Plan Update Process

Phase 3 Stakeholder Engagement and Development of Final Master Plan 
Update and PEA

Phase 2 Development of Draft Master Plan Update and Programmatic 
Environmental Assessment (PEA)

Phase 1 Master Plan Update (Project) Initiation and Scoping
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Where we are today



Availability of Documentation
• The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Wilmington District, in North 

Carolina has prepared the Master Plan Update and Programmatic 
Environmental Assessment for Philpott Lake, Roanoke River Basin, 
Virginia, dated September 2021. 

• An electronic version of this Master Plan and Environmental Assessment is 
available on the USACE, Wilmington District website at:

https://www.saw.usace.army.mil/Locations/District-Lakes-and-
Dams/Philpott/Philpott-Lake-Master-Plan-Update/

https://www.saw.usace.army.mil/Locations/District-Lakes-and-Dams/Philpott/Philpott-Lake-Master-Plan-Update/


Primary Goals of the 
Master Plan Update

The Master Plan Update is intended to: 
• Reflect current ecological, socioeconomic, and outdoor 

recreational trends as well as those that are anticipated 
to occur within a long-term planning period, and

• Facilitate better consistency with current USACE policies 
and laws.
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Master Plan Update 
Resources Use 
Objectives

• Maintain the congressionally authorized purpose of the project
• Improve recreational opportunities and facilities
• To provide watercraft accessibility while also enhancing 

waterfront access
• To enhance forest and wildlife management practices
• To preserve, protect, and interpret archaeological and historic 

resources



Master Plan 
Update –
Key Points  

The proposed updates to the Master 
Plan represent: 

• The re-classification of USACE 
lands to meet newer USACE land 
management directives and 
management policies, and 

• A land management shift away 
from a construction-based activity 
to an approach that is supportive of 
low-density recreation and wildlife 
habitat protection. 



Environmental Assessment 
Key Points

Alternatives considered include the: 
• No-Action Alternative, in which the USACE would not 

adopt the proposed Master Plan. This alternative 
would not fulfill the need for the project.   

• Preferred Alternative, in which the USACE would
adopt the proposed Master Plan for Philpott Lake with 
consideration of a variety of alternative options based 
on varying land classifications, resource objectives, 
and park site development needs identified during the 
project scoping process. 



Environmental 
Assessment Key 
Points (continued)

The PEA further analyzes the potential 
impact that implementing the Master 
Plan Update would have on the human 
environment. 

• Physical Environment
• Natural Resources
• Socioeconomic  Characteristics
• Policy / Executive Orders



Environmental Assessment Key Points 
(continued)
Preliminary Finding of the environmental review… 

If this opinion is upheld following the circulation of the 
Environmental Assessment, a Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) will be circulated.

“while minor impacts will be imposed on several 
resource/policy areas, there will be no significant or 
adverse impacts from the proposed action, and no 
mitigating actions will be required”
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Survey Analysis
The USACE is meeting its objectives

82 %
OFFERING SAFE AND MEMORABLE 

OUTDOOR RECREATION 
EXPERIENCES

74%

69%

MANAGEMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES

MEETING DOWNSTREAM WATER 
FLOW REQUIREMENTS FOR 
RECREATIONAL PURPOSES
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What opportunities for partnerships 
should be pursued during the next stages 
of the project?

Partnerships to Meet 
Management Goals
Partnering is an essential tool that allows 
USACE to more effectively manage 
recreational and environmental resources 
• Wildlife Management
• Promotion of Parks and Related 

Recreation
• Trail System Connectivity 



Project Schedule
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Ways to Participate
• Visit our Project Web Page

• Review all project materials online: 
https://www.saw.usace.army.mil/Locations/District-
Lakes-and-Dams/Philpott/Philpott-Lake-Master-
Plan-Update/

• Participate in the Open Comment Period
• 30-day review period (Summer 2021) for MP and 

Programmatic Environmental Assessment (PEA) 
documents
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https://www.saw.usace.army.mil/Locations/District-Lakes-and-Dams/Philpott/Philpott-Lake-Master-Plan-Update/
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Project Website
https://www.saw.usace.army.mil/Locations/District-Lakes-and-
Dams/Philpott/Philpott-Lake-Master-Plan-Update/

https://www.saw.usace.army.mil/Locations/District-Lakes-and-Dams/Philpott/Philpott-Lake-Master-Plan-Update/


Questions and 
Comments?
PHILPOTT@usace.army.mil

mailto:PHILPOTT@usace.army.mil
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